88            THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA

of the capital in the seventh century ; but it seems probable
that it must have been at Mdngali, which is said by the people
to have been the ancient capital of the district. This place
stands midway between Noshahra and Mansera, and about
50 miles to the north-east of Taxila.

According to Hwen Thsang, Urasa was 2000 li, or 333
miles, in circuit, which is probably correct, as its length from
the source of the Kunihar river to the Gandgarh mountain
is not less than 100 miles, and its breadth from the Indus
to the Behat, or Jhelam, is 55 miles in its narrowest part.
Its distance from Kashmir is stated at 1000 U9 or 167 miles,
which would place the capital somewhere in the neighbour-
hood of Noshahra, and within a few miles of Mangala, which
was the ancient capital according to the traditions of the
people.

3.    TAXIIA, OR TAKSHASILA

The position of the celebrated city of Taxila has hitherto
remained unknown, partly owing to the erroneous distance
recorded by Pliny, and partly to the want of information
regarding the vast ruins which still exist in the vicinity of
Shab-dheri. All the copies of Pliny agree in stating that
Taxila was only 60 Roman, or 55 English, miles from Peuco-
laitis, or Hashtnagar, which would fix its site somewhere on
the Haro river, to the west of Hasan Abdal, or just two day's
march from the Indus, But the itineraries of the Chinese
pilgrims agree in placing it at three days' journey to the east
of the Indus,1 or in the immediate neighbourhood of Kala-ka-
sarii, which was the third halting-place of the Mogul emperors,
and which is still the third stage from the Indus, both for

1. 'Fa-Hian/ c. xi.f Beal's translation, makes it seven days' journey
from Peshdwar, that is, four days to the Indus plus three days to Taxila.
Sun-yun (Beal's translation, p. 200) placts it three days to the east
of the Indus. Hiouen Thsang makes it three days' journey to the
south-east of the Indus ( Julien's translation, i 263). See Maps
Nos, IV., V, and VI* for the position of SfeahAiheri or Taxilau